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examine the personnel of the Communist organizations in the
Ukraine and to watch systematically all efforts towards
Ukrainianization. According to a later statement by Postyschev
this resolution of December 14 was the beginning of the ten
months' struggle carried on by Moscow in the Ukraine—not
only in order to bring in the harvest, but also to crush local
nationalism. Obviously Skrypnik and his adherents could not
submit to this decisive blow. The Ukrainian delegates in
Moscow opposed the passing of the resolution and, dramatic-
ally enough, were arrested in an open session of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party. Stalin's inexorable reso-
lution was once again fully manifested.
Things now developed with increasing rapidity. Hitherto
the Ukrainian Government (the Council of People's Com-
missaries of the Ukrainian Soviet Republic) had been auto-
nomous within the frame of the Soviet Union: it was now
subordinated to Moscow's proconsul, the Great Russian
Postyschev. The latter forthwith proceeded to Kharkov, to
start the battle on the spot. It is significant that Moscow could
no longer entrust a Ukrainian with this task, and selected for
this purpose Postyschev, a Russian Communist particularly
devoted to Stalin, who had once saved a part of Soviet territory
in the Far East from Japanese invasion. Postyschev, a man
whose very features reveal an unflagging energy, seemed to
Stalin the right man to bend the Ukrainians once and for all
beneath the will of Moscow. His instructions were not only to
break all resistance to the gathering of the harvest^ but to
obliterate everything resembling the stressing of a distinctive
Ukrainian nationality. Whether his mission cost the lives of
hundreds, or thousands, or even millions, was all the same to
him, for on its success the existence of the Soviet Russian
economic system depended. His opponents were the starving
peasants and the various Ukrainian officials who supported
them.
The extent of the struggle, and the fact that it did not confine

